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Introduction to the book of Romans Part 2: Grafted together in Christ 

Introduction 

Have you ever watched the television program “Outback Opal Hunters”? In it, tough men and 

women face the harsh conditions of outback Australia for months on end, hoping to make a 

fortune by discovering opals. In order to find these precious stones, they spend huge amounts 

of time digging deeply beneath the surface of the earth, seeking to uncover the elusive seams 

of colour that they hope will lead to personal riches.  

As we begin this second study in Romans, let’s also spend time digging deeply – not beneath 

the surface of the earth – but into God’s word. Let’s ask God to help us understand what he is 

saying to us through this amazing book, because when we do this, we will learn more of the 

immeasurable riches of God’s mercy and grace, shown to us in Christ Jesus.1 

Hello everyone. My name’s Chris Keith. I’m a KYB leader, and it’s my privilege to be presenting 

this introduction to Part 2 of Paul’s letter to the Romans. Previously some of us have done the 

KYB study on Romans Part 1, which covers chapters 1 to 8 of this book. In this study we’ll be 

looking at the rest of Romans – chapters 9 to 16.  

The church in Rome 

The letter to the Romans was written by the Apostle Paul around 57 AD, when he was nearing 

the end of his third missionary journey. Paul hoped to visit the believers in Rome as he travelled 

westward on his way to preach the gospel in Spain.  

However, before we begin looking more closely at this letter, let me just share a little about 

the church in Rome. Some of you may remember this from Part 1. 

The apostle Paul started many churches across the Roman Empire, but at the time of writing 

this letter he’d never been to Rome, so obviously he did not start the church there. Nor is there 

any evidence for it being started by any other apostle. In fact, we really don’t know how the 

church started.  

However, we do know that there were Christians in Rome soon after the Day of Pentecost, the 

day when the gift of the Holy Spirit was given to the church. We’re told in Acts 2:10, that among 

the thousands of people in Jerusalem for Pentecost, there were ‘visitors from Rome’. So it’s 

probable that Jews from Rome were among the three thousand people who were converted 

on that day. And these Jews would have taken the gospel back to their city and started the 

church there. 

So the church in Rome was first made up of Jews who had turned to Christ. However, as they 

shared the good news about Jesus with their friends, Gentiles (that is, non-Jews) turned to 

Christ, and they too became part of this church.  

But during the reign of the Emperor Claudius, disturbances arose among the forty to fifty 

thousand Jews who were living in Rome at that time. These disturbances were arguments 
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about someone called ‘Chrestus’ – which is most likely a reference to Christ. Claudius, however, 

would not tolerate any civil disturbances in his city, so in 49 AD he ordered all the Jews in Rome 

to leave. So the Jewish believers, along with all the other Jews, were forced to go from Rome 

and live in other parts of the Roman Empire.  

Now the young church in Rome was made up entirely of Gentile believers. These believers were 

faithful in proclaiming the gospel, and over the next few years the number of Gentile believers 

in the church grew. However, when Claudius died in 54 AD, his edict expelling the Jews was 

overturned, and the Jewish exiles began returning to Rome. 

This meant that the church there was now again made up of Gentile and Jewish believers. And 

the Jewish Christians, who had started the church, were now returning to a Gentile group of 

believers. And it appears that there may have been some tension between these two groups.  

So throughout this letter, Paul seeks to show that both Jews and Gentiles have rebelled against 

God. Both Jews and Gentiles are under God’s condemnation. Both Jews and Gentiles deserve 

God’s wrath. The Jews had God’s law, but they couldn’t keep it perfectly. So despite their long 

history of being recognised as the people of God, they were not superior to the Gentiles. So in 

this letter Paul sets out to show that there is – and has only ever been – one way for both Jews 

and Gentiles to be saved, and that is by faith.  

Centred on the gospel 

Paul wants to systematically set out a closely argued and thorough explanation of what the 

gospel is all about. He begins: 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel 

of God – the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy 

Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 

and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by 

his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.2  

What is the gospel? 

So what is the gospel? Well the gospel centres on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus the 

Son of God.  And as we read just now, this gospel is the gospel of God. God planned it before 

the foundation of the world,3 and God promised it throughout all of the Old Testament, as he 

progressively revealed his plan of salvation. And this plan clearly showed how God would one 

day send the Messiah (also known as the Christ) to bring people of all nations back into 

relationship with himself.4 

Now before we start seeking out the riches in the second half of this book, let’s just recap a 

few of the treasures from chapters 1 to 8.  

  

 
2 Romans 1:1-4 3 Revelation 13:8 4 Isaiah 49:6 
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Summary of chapters 1-8 

The first half of Romans clearly sets out God’s plan of salvation. (Incidentally, if you are just 

listening to this introduction, then you may also want to check out the written version, where 

all the Scriptures I refer to are included as footnotes.) 

• In chapter 1, Paul tells how God has plainly shown himself to the whole world through 

creation. But all humankind has rebelled against our Creator’s right to rule over us. And 

so God’s wrath extends to everyone. But Paul boldly declares that the gospel is the power 

of God that can save everyone who believes – first the Jew and then the Gentile. Through 

the gospel we can all obtain – by faith – a righteousness from God. 5  

• Again in chapter 2, we see how everyone – both Jew and Gentile – needs God’s salvation. 

We all need to be brought back into a right relationship with God, who is a just and 

righteous judge.6  

• And in chapter 3, we see that we are made right with God when we trust in Jesus. Jesus 

took the punishment for our sin when he died on the cross. Amazingly, when we put our 

faith in Jesus, God counts us as righteous! This is God’s grace and mercy to us and it’s 

called ‘being justified’.7  

• In chapter 4 we see how this is the way it’s always been. The Jewish Patriarch Abraham 

was himself justified by faith in God. We’re told “Abraham believed God and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.”8 

• In chapter 5, we see how those who are justified by faith are at peace with God.9 They 

are saved from his wrath by the blood Jesus shed on the cross.10  

Are you getting the picture of God’s amazing plan to save us? 

• In chapter 6, we learn how those who trust in Christ have died to sin. Sin earns death, 

but those who trust in Christ are given eternal life as a free gift.11 

• In chapter 7, Paul reveals his personal struggle as he continues to sin, even though he 

knows he has been made right before God. He asks: Who will rescue me from this body 

of death? And the answer is clear – give thanks! This rescue comes through Jesus Christ 

our Lord! 12 

• In chapter 8, we rejoice that there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. We are God’s children; we have the Holy Spirit; and we can speak to God 

intimately, calling him ‘Abba, Father’. And as our Father, God is always working in our 

lives for his glory and our good. And because he has chosen us as his children, he uses 

everything we go through to shape and mould us more and more into the likeness of his 

perfect Son, Jesus. And nothing, nothing at all can ever separate us from him. 13 

Can you see that incredible seam of colour emerging? Let’s rejoice in the many riches that God 

has given us in Christ. How great is his mercy and grace to those who turn to him in faith. 

 
5 Romans 1:16-20 
6 Romans 2: 9-11 
7 Romans 3:22-25 

8 Romans 4:3 
9 Romans 5:1 
10 Romans 5:9 

11 Romans 6:23 
12 Romans 7:24-25 
13 Romans 8:1,9,15,28-30,39 
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Summary of chapters 9-11 

Now as we turn to chapters 9 to 11, we see Paul speaking more fully about God’s sovereign 

choices, and how his plan for the Jewish people – Israel – has always been part of this gospel 

of grace. 

Paul, a Jew himself, speaks with great passion about his heart for the people of Israel. He 

wrestles with the fact that, despite having so many advantages, so few of his own people have 

turned to Christ. He even wishes that, if it were possible, he could give up his own salvation in 

exchange for theirs. And in this section of Romans, we are presented with the question: does 

the fact that the Gentiles have come to faith mean that God has now rejected the Jews? 

Chapter 9  

In chapter 9, Paul, despite his deep personal anguish, firmly asserts that God’s promises to his 

chosen people have not failed.14 He shows, however, that contrary to what many believe, just 

being born a Jew, does not make a person a child of God’s promise.15 Jesus addresses this same 

issue in John chapter 8.16 And it becomes clear that there is a spiritual Israel within the physical 

Israel. Like everyone everywhere, Jews can only be saved by the sovereign choice and mercy 

of God.17  

Using a few examples throughout this chapter to illustrate this point, Paul shows how God’s 

choice, his election, is made on the basis of his good and righteous purposes, his mercy and 

his compassion.18 

At the end of chapter 9, Paul shows that, just as he has already said in the first part of this 

letter, no one can be saved by their own effort. But it seems that many in Israel, instead of 

believing in Christ, have stumbled over him, and have not trusted in him.19  

Chapter 10  

In chapter 10 Paul shows that the Israelites are very zealous for God, but their zeal is misplaced. 

They are trying to earn God’s righteousness by striving to keep the Law, instead of trusting in 

Christ. And Paul makes it very clear that there is only one way to be saved for both Jew and 

Gentile. We must declare with our mouths, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in our hearts that God 

raised him from the dead, then we will be saved.20  

And, at the end of this chapter, we see the father-heart of God as he reaches out to Israel:  

‘All day long I have held out my hands 

    to a disobedient and obstinate people.’21 

You know this reminds me of the story Jesus told of the prodigal son, where the father waits 

day after day for his wayward child to return to him.22 

Chapter 11  

In chapter 11 Paul speaks of Israel’s future. He shows how God has not cast off the Jews forever. 

In fact, their unbelief has allowed the Gentiles to be saved. But Paul’s prayer is that when the 

 
14 Romans 9:6 
15 Romans 9:8 
16 John 8:31-41 

17 Romans 9:16; Ephesians 1:4-6 
18 Romans 9:14-15 
19 Romans 9:30-32 

20 Romans 10:9 
21 Romans 10:21 
22 Luke 15:20-21 
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Jews see the blessings the Gentiles enjoy in Christ, then this will arouse them to envy, so they 

too will seek him.23  

Paul now illustrates his point further with the analogy of the wild and the cultivated olive trees. 

The Gentiles are pictured as branches of wild olive trees, whereas Israel is pictured as branches 

of the cultivated olive tree – the olive tree of God’s promises. But God has cut off the 

unbelieving Jews from the cultivated olive tree. And he has taken the believing Gentiles from 

the wild olive tree, and grafted them into the cultivated one, alongside the believing Jews.24 

So both believing Jews and believing Gentiles together share in the nourishing sap from God’s 

own olive tree.25  

However, the Gentiles are warned not to boast about being grafted in, as they can easily be 

cut off again. And the Jews are promised that, if they turn away from their unbelief, then God 

will graft them back into his cultivated olive tree, and in this way all Israel will be saved. 26 Now 

it seems that this is not promising that every single Jew will one day turn to Christ, but rather 

there will be a time in the future when many Jews will come to a saving belief in Jesus. 

And let’s look forward to the time described by the Apostle John in Revelation, where he says: 

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the 

throne and before the Lamb.27 

Now I know a lot of people struggle with chapters 9 to 11 of Romans. And it may help you to 

know that even the scholars say that there are challenges within them. But this is God’s word! 

So let’s keep digging into it, seeking to listen carefully to what God is saying to us. And let’s 

remember, that if we could easily understand the mind of God, and readily grasp his wisdom 

and his ways, then he wouldn’t be worth worshipping.  

And Paul must have something like this in mind, as he finishes chapter 11 with a grand song of 

praise that extols the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God. 

Chapter 12 

So in the light of all that Paul has written so far, he now moves on to chapter 12, to show how 

we should live in harmony day by day as the people of God. We’re told to present our bodies 

as ‘living sacrifices’ as we let God transform and renew our minds. And we’re told to use the 

gifts that God has given to us to love and serve one another. For this is what those who are 

grafted together in Christ should do. 

Chapter 13 

In chapter 13, Paul tells us to submit to the governing authorities, as God has established every 

authority. And perhaps as we study this chapter, it is good to bear in mind that Paul is writing 

to those who lived under the iron rule of the Romans! He also calls us to live righteously and 

fulfil the law of love. For this is what those who are grafted together in Christ should do. 

  

 
23 Romans 11:13-14 
24 Romans 11:17-21 

25 Romans 11:17 
26 Romans 11:22-26 

27 Revelation 7:9 
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Chapter 14 

Chapter 14 focuses on the weak and the strong. None of our actions should cause our fellow 

believers to stumble, for we are grafted together in Christ. Rather, he says in verse 19, we 

should make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.  

Chapter 15 

In chapter 15 Paul urges the Jews and the Gentiles to accept one another and build each other 

up. For this is what those who are grafted together in Christ should do. 

He also sets out his own plans to visit Rome on his way to preach the gospel to the Gentiles in 

Spain. 

Chapter 16 

In chapter 16 we see Paul commending Phoebe who will carry this letter to the church in Rome. 

We then see the great network of Christian friends that Paul greets at the end of this letter. He 

also warns against false teachers, before closing with a final note of praise to God. 

So as we study Romans Part 2, let’s seek to learn more about the way we should live as 

believers. Let’s search out all those wonderful seams of colour that lead us to discover more 

precious truths about God. Doing this will not bring us monetary rewards, but it will give us 

spiritual growth, a deeper faith, and a more intimate knowledge and understanding of God’s 

perfect purposes. And these are the things that help us worship him more wholeheartedly, 

love him more deeply, and live day by day for his glory. 
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